
Sponsored by the YMCA of South Palm 
Beach County, SERVING YOUTH is a 
forum intended to spotlight the 
challenges facing kids today. Our goal is 
to raise community awareness of these 
issues and in doing so, help clear a path 
for every child to reach their full 
potential. The following is an interview 
with Jason Hagensick, President & CEO of 
the YMCA of South Palm Beach County. 

The YMCA is dedicated to Youth Development, Healthy Living and Social Responsibility.
Youth programs include preschool, after-school, camp, youth sports, Teen Leaders and more.

Jason Hagensick reviews artwork with youngsters at a YMCA art exhibit.

Serving Youth is an effort to bring 
together different voices - in print and 
online - to help us dive more deeply 

into the challenges facing young people today. 
Over the next several months we’ll introduce you 
to community leaders in a variety of fields. It might 
be education, health care or law enforcement, or 
maybe an elected official or spiritual leader. Each 
will bring a different perspective, but with the 
same goal: to help our local kids.
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WHAT IS THE
“SERVING YOUTH”
FORUM?

All of us should care about the 
opportunities our kids have, because 
every child - regardless of their 

neighborhood, where they were born or what school 
they go to - deserves the opportunity to reach their 
full potential. By acknowledging the challenges kids 
face and looking at possible solutions, we can work 
together as a community and help ensure that kids 
know adults care about them.  

HOW CAN WE AS A
COMMUNITY HELP?

Today young people face many of the same challenges most 
of us had to deal with when  we were young - peer 
pressure, bullying, the need to have friends and be liked - 

but now they’re compounded by cellphones, social media and the 
internet. And this is often on top of other issues kids are facing: health, 
economic, or educational.  

WHY NOW?

The Y knows kids. For 47 years locally, and almost 170 years 
nationally, the YMCA has been helping young people reach 
their full potential. In the case of Serving Youth, the Y is 

acting as a convener to help increase understanding and collaborate with 
other organizations and community leaders who share in the desire to 
positively impact children on their path to adulthood. By joining hands, we 
can put a voice to the needs of our young people and help them overcome 
some of the hurdles they face on the road to a more fulfilling life.

WHY THE YMCA?

ymcaspbc.org


